


This guidebook was produced in
collaboration with Latin Elephant and
many other community members
who contributed their knowledge to
this ongoing project. This storytelling . ,
project aims to share and honour the Hi there, (im Clog and [ going
history of the Elephant and Castle fo share o brief sforq of fhe
Shopping Centre as well as make space EL@P‘*”‘" and Castle S1“’??”“5
for critical conversations around urban Centre from my perspective...
change. By preserving memories of our
neighbourhoods, we create stronger
connections to our communities, our
places, and ourselves.

P l- ﬂ G E Place Over Power is a community
collaborative project using creative
storytelling methods to tackle the

ﬂw E R impacts of gentrification and preserve

P w E memories of place.
@placeoverpower
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A little cbout me first... [ve been Buiwimj and &L\upihﬁ
our cifies a,ui‘!’e liferally from the Srouhd up. London
si‘l’& oh ¢ variz‘{’«? of rocl ‘l’qpe:, some da‘l’ihg up ‘{’o 165

wmillion qeors 030[

At the ‘f’ihe, it was the
largest indoor :Luppih
cehtozf’re in Eumpe( g

[ L».OS‘H«? made up of London C(m?, a sea-bed
sediweh‘f’ lanown for Eeim‘; [ ‘Lzovvlv ch? soil. | L\e(P

malee bricls and structurally sound tunnels (ulou caeh
‘H«ahh me for L«e‘.Pimj male ﬂ\e Tube Possi‘v‘z).

[ve seen o lof R e
of change and - LA o The Elephant & Castle Shopping Centre,
development oA 7 N once located in the middle of South London’s
happen over the j P " busiest junctions, opened in 1965. Within
yeers... SEVRNS thirty years, it became the main hub

2 8 for many businesses owned by Latin ATy
Americans, migrants and other i
marginalised communities. The

Shopping Centre served
as aplace forthe =" _
E&C community > /f TR

to connect, shop, ” \
Abis s bow [ loole eat, play bingo, \&a ;
when Puu.ed out of the and much more. . ,.-—')
Srouhd in ELePLoh‘(’

th CQS‘H-C!




For many years, the

Shopping Centre was a
well-loved cultural hub
and entrepreneurial place
for the local community.

In 2018, despite over a thousand formal complaints
and community campaigns to halt development of
the area, plans were narrowly approved to allow
the developer Delancey to demolish the Shopping
Centre as part of a major regeneration project.

h\ah% L0+ih Ata.ericah
businesses in fle

arches are sfill
+anm3 in E&C!

The Shopping Centre officially
closed in 2020, forcing the traders
to vacate. Some relocated to
temporary locations in Elephant
and Castle, but others had to
move out of the area or shut
down completely.




Relocation funding was poorly
communicated to traders and o

the temporary locations were set

up in areas with low foot traffic, minimal
signage, and maintenance issues. Demolition
began in 2021 and construction is set to
continue with the new town centre estimated
to open in early 2026.

nahu{ businesse&, h.os'H«1
Imi YGWF*O\WV\@J, have
strugaled since moving
fo (f)ai)s‘ﬂe Soware mncP
EtEPLGh+ Arcade due

'fD i+$ (OCO'“DI’\ Ohd PDDY j

buiwihﬁ o(exi?)h.



L These are ,‘us‘(’ a few
SBD r! eS of the many stories out
4 there about E&C...

‘[This devetoplmeh{l is the same yro!?(erm because if's the
same Su'deh.s [D( Dypressioh and Power] +D 35‘{’ rid of

peop(.e,”— [ col«-tmuhhtﬂ onsuhi:er o%cihﬁ resehem‘ﬁoh and

disp(aceheh‘f in South London

“ [ moved from the Sl«oppihs Centre four vears ago and
was fold this would be o +et»-yomru, space for S yeers.
[The deve(oper&] don't care about us... and [ reauul

Imiss g customers.” — e frader who was disyb}ced and

VE[DCG'{EJ QHEV +L\E AEWDLH’iDV\ D( 'H\E SL\DPP“’\S CEM+Y6

S[HMIN

Support local, independent businesses
Many displaced traders are located in

Elephant Arcade and Castle Square. Head
there for your next meal or shopping trip!

Learn more Elephant and Castle history
This was a good start, but there’s more.
You can find a list of additional reading and
resources at the end of this guidebook.

Speak up
Demand change and hold those in power

accountable to their promises, including:
Southwark Council, developers (Delancey),
and partner institutions (UAL)

“You lnow what Peop‘.@ ore doiws with this couh+r~12 TLeq
sell off everv[’Hnihﬂ. When +Lev' sell these PLaces fo privu'{’a
Peop(e, ‘“\&1 build PHV&+€ Lousihs and if's oh[‘? the rich
who can afford 1o live there." ~ o former resident of the
Hquu’*e Estate (E&C council estate demolished in 2011)

Share your story

Help preserve memories within Elephant
and Castle by sharing your stories with the
local community!

"gO +L\Z di§PtAC€b~Zh+ wes o oyui‘fe [ (D+ PEOP(Z dld S€+
+Liwss but Castle gquare and E(epLah+ Arcade are "us’/’
hD+ ﬁODd“, NDW 'H«C gLDP‘PihS CEh‘fYC is 'U$+ [ L\D(Z ih
the Srouho{." - Gh onjahiser from UP the ELEPL\OM+




If wou have o d’orul 1o shere ebout ,
mU UO rg E(EPLN’\"‘ & Cus‘H,e, ou con write/ This is an ohﬂoihﬂ memorg Pmiec‘(’ - if %Dud lile to submit
4 1 ‘fo nul E[epbah‘f g‘foru{, pLeose email: §+ories@[a‘ﬁhe(epl«awf.ors

draw if here or emeil o us!
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While the future is uncertain for many
Elephant and Castle residents and traders,
there continues to be important work
happening throughout the community.

Latin Elephant and other community groups
are holding the developers and Southwark
Council accountable to their promises,
providing support for displaced traders, and
making sure that memories and stories of the
Shopping Centre will live on.

F630UrGES

35percent.org/shoppingcentre
latinelephant.org/walkingtheelephant
southwarknotes.wordpress.com/latin-american-elephant
myelephantstory.latinelephant.org

London Latin’s Quarter, Latin Elephant (YouTube)
southwark.gov.uk/regeneration/elephant-and-castle
elephantandcastletowncentre.co.uk/looking-to-the-future
elephantandcastle.org.uk/overview-of-the-plans/

runnymedetrust.org/publications/pushed-to-the-margins

Thenles for reao(ihsl Lefs
lLeeP worlu‘hg fo rec(ailm,
sLaPe, and build our ci‘(’ies
with and for the cohhuhi‘f’r?.

This guidebook was written and created
in collaboration with Latin Elephant.






